Speech by CT
At the Gala Dinner at “Chateau du Clos de Vougeot” 
On 30 November 2012 (Friday)
Monsieur (François) Patriat, Ladies and Gentlemen,

Bonsoir.
It is a great honour to be here in France enjoying some of the world’s greatest wine.

2.
 It is an even greater honour to have this opportunity to host a Gala Dinner at the historic Chateau du Clos de Vougeot as part of our “Hong Kong Week in Burgundy”.

3.
 Thank you for coming and I hope you all enjoy this very special evening.

4.
 This Chateau is world-renowned for its exquisite food and wine.  This evening we will add a new twist with some cuisine and cultural entertainment from Hong Kong.  We believe that matching wonderful Burgundy vintages with some classic Hong Kong dishes will highlight the friendship between us. 

5.  In some ways the relationship between Hong Kong and Burgundy is an unlikely friendship. We come from different continents and speak different languages.  Hong Kong is a bustling city on the southeastern tip of China, we don’t have any vineyards and we drive on the left side of the road!

6.  Nevertheless, Hong Kong and Burgundy are united in their keen appreciation of fine food and wine.  This evening’s specially designed Chinese menu pairs with Burgundy wines in a celebration of our east-meets-west theme, or, if you prefer, Hong Kong meets Burgundy.
7.  Two years ago, here in the land of wine, relations between Hong Kong and Burgundy were elevated to a new level.  In October 2010, the two sides signed a co-operation agreement on promoting wine related businesses.

8.
Key areas of co-operation include showcasing Burgundy wine and food in Hong Kong, collaboration on wine education and training, promoting wine-related tourism and wine culture, as well as encouraging Burgundy companies to set up wine-related operations in Hong Kong.
9.  This time last year, Burgundy hosted the first ever “Burgundy Week in Hong Kong” as an official promotion.  It included 40 wine-makers and Michelin-starred chefs from this region who delighted visitors to the event.  It was so successful that Burgundy successfully organised the Gala Dinner again this year in Hong Kong, just a month ago. 
10.  Reciprocally, the “Hong Kong Week in Burgundy” is our first theme event to promote Hong Kong here.  We would like to showcase the different facets of Hong Kong to people in Burgundy. 

11.  While we do not grow any grapes, Hong Kong is the only duty free wine port among major economies.  After eliminating duties on wine in 2008, Hong Kong has become Asia’s wine trading and distribution hub.  Our location on the doorstep of Mainland China also makes Hong Kong the premier gateway to the vast China market, with its growing appetite for quality wine, especially French wine. 

12.
 This evening, we hope to give you a flavour of Hong Kong’s vibrancy and cultural blend of east and west, so that you will be tempted to come and visit us in Hong Kong.

13.
 Finally allow me to thank the fine chefs from Hong Kong’s Chinese Cuisine Training Institute of the Vocational Training Council, who have created and prepared the Chinese dishes for us.  I also thank the RTHK Quartet for their wonderful performance.  
14.  Please put your hands together for our chefs and musicians.

15.
 Ladies and Gentlemen, “Hong Kong Week in Burgundy” opens another new chapter for even closer relations between our communities.  We look forward to many more exchanges in promoting wine and enjoying together the finer things in life.

16.
 A renowned wine merchant once said, quote: “The first duty of wine is to be red…the second is to be a Burgundy.” End quote.
17.
 Allow me to add a third duty of wine this evening; that it be shared and enjoyed among friends from Burgundy and Hong Kong.

18.  Thank you for your hospitality and I hope you all have a wonderful evening.  Tonight is a magical occasion, perfectly attuned to the inspiring motto “Jamais en vain, Toujours en vin” —Never in vain, always in wine. 
A votre santé!
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