
Speech by Mr Andrew Wong,

Permanent Secretary for Commerce and Economic Development (Commerce, Industry and Tourism) at
Gala Wine Dinner: “A Mid-Autumn Night’s Dream of Truffles” of 
Hong Kong International Wine & Spirits Fair 2012 on
8 November 2012 (Thursday)
Fred (Lam), Distinguished Guests, Friends, Ladies and Gentlemen,

Good evening.
2.
I am delighted to join you all for this gala wine dinner – a “Mid-Autumn Night’s Dream of Truffles”. 
3.
French writer Alexandre Dumas once said of truffles, and I quote: “They can, on certain occasions, make women more tender and men more lovable”. End quote.  
4.
I believe tonight must be one of such loveable occasions.  If I may do so for this occasion, I would add to the quote that “truffles make wines more enjoyable”, with the gathering of experts in pairing food with wines this evening. 
5.
We are proud to see a great variety of fine wine and wonderful cuisine converging in Hong Kong for us to choose.  This attraction of our city is best seen in this month which is dedicated as the “Wine and Dine Month” in Hong Kong.

6.
The Hong Kong Wine & Spirits Fair is of course part of this celebration. Now in its fifth year, the Fair brings the very best flavours from around the world to us under one, very large roof.  
7.
Importantly for industry representatives, this Fair showcases immense opportunities for doing business, right here in the wine trading and distribution hub of Asia.

8.
No doubt, during these few days of the Fair, you will hear all about Hong Kong’s development as a wine trading and distribution centre.  The Financial Secretary and Secretary for Commerce and Economic Development have talked about that this morning.  Many of you will be familiar with the statistics that show wine imports to Hong Kong have increased by 240 per cent since we eliminated wine duties in 2008.  Industry sources have put Hong Kong as the largest wine auction centre in the world for two years in a row, overtaking New York and London.
9.
And I am certain that visitors to this event will know all about our customs facilitation for wine re-exports into the Mainland, great logistics infrastructure, co-operation agreements with wine producing countries around the globe, avid local interest in wine appreciation and opportunities for wine companies to expand their business in Hong Kong, and through Hong Kong.

10.
Instead of dwelling on all these now after a long business day, I would just like to congratulate Fred and his team at the Hong Kong Trade Development Council on staging yet another hugely successful International Wine & Spirits Fair.  We have around 930 exhibitors from over 30 countries, including some new and exciting additions this year. 
11.
I also congratulate the winners of the annual Cathay Pacific Hong Kong International Wine and Spirit Competition.  Competition has grown keener every year, especially with a record number of 1 800 entries this year.

12.

Ladies and gentlemen, many of us have been following the Presidential election in the United States.  To conclude my brief remarks, I would like to borrow a few words from one of founding fathers of the US, Benjamin Franklin.  He once said, quote: “wine makes daily living easier, less hurried, with fewer tensions and more tolerance.” End quote.  Now, that is something, I am sure, we can all relate to.

Thank you, have a great evening, and santé!
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